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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

REPORT ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE REVOLVING FUND  
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019 

Chapter 128D, HRS, Environmental Response Law, and  
Chapter 128E, HRS Hawaii Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act 

 
 
This report, prepared by the State of Hawaii Department 
of Health (DOH), Environmental Health Administration 
(EHA), Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response 
(HEER) Office, complies with the Hawaii Environmental 
Response Law (HERL), Chapters 128D and 128E, Hawaii 
Revised Statutes (HRS) requiring the DOH to report to the 
State Legislature on the Environmental Response Law 
and Hawaii Emergency Planning and Community Right to 
Know Act (HEPCRA).   
The report presents the Fiscal Year 2019 accounting of 
Chapter 128D, HRS, Environmental Response Revolving 
Fund (ERRF) budget and expenditures for five 
Environmental Health Administration (EHA) programs.  
The report also presents an accounting of Chapter 128E, 
HRS, HEPCRA Tier II filing fees collected and distributed 
for FY2019. 
 

ERRF Supports Environmental Health 
Administration  

Prior to FY2016, the ERRF funded five Environmental 
Health Administration (EHA) programs with 31 occupied 
positions.  They are the Hazard Evaluation and 
Emergency Response (HEER) Office, Environmental 
Management Division (EMD), Clean Water Branch (CWB), 
Safe Drinking Water Branch (SDWB), and the Solid and 
Hazardous Waste Branch (SHWB).  Due to rapidly 
declining barrel tax revenues, the 2015 Legislature 
changed the means of financing for all 31 occupied 
positions from ERRF to general funds and eliminated 10 
vacant positions, effective July 1, 2015.  The legislative 
changes enacted removed certain uses of the fund, 
returning the focus to removal, remediation, and 
detection of oil and pollutant or contaminant releases; 
and removal and remediation of hazardous waste and 
any other solid, liquid, or gaseous substance that may 
harm the environment.   
 

Revenue 

ERRF generates revenue in variable amounts during any 
given year from the fines, penalties, and interest earned 
by the environmental programs.  A primary source of 

funding for the ERRF is the 5-cent share of the 
άEnvironmental Response Taxέ (ERT) which levies a $1.05 
tax on each barrel of oil shipped into Hawaii. 
 
The General Fund receives sixty cents of the barrel tax.  
The Department of Business, Economic Development and 
Tourism (DBEDT), Energy Security Special Fund and the 
Energy Systems Development Fund, and the Hawaii 
Department of Agriculture (DOA), Agricultural 
Development and Food Security Special Fund receive the 
remaining 40 cents.  
 
In 2015, the Legislature expanded HRS Section 243-
3.5(b)(1) to include other fossil fuels by levying a 19-cent 
tax on each one million British thermal units (MMBtu) of 
fossil fuel sold by a distributor.  The Department of 
Taxation (DOTAX) Annual Reports for the fiscal years 
2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019 state that the tax was levied 
on 4.8, 5.6, 5.8, and 7.9 million MMBtu of non-petroleum 
fossil fuels respectively. The ERRF is allocated a 4.8 per 
cent share of this additional tax revenue.  
 
In addition, fines and penalties generated by the Hazard 
Evaluation and Emergency Response Office, Clean Water 
Branch (CWB), Safe Drinking Water Branch (SDWB), Solid 
and Hazardous Waste Branch (SHWB), Clean Air Branch 
(CAB), and the Indoor and Radiological Health Branch 
(IRHB) are deposited into the ERRF.  ERT revenue to DOH 
in FY2019 was $1,338,592 which includes fossil fuel 
collections.  Total revenue to the ERRF, including the ERT 
revenue, was $1,869,212.   
 

Budget and Expenditure 

The 2018 legislature appropriated $1,776,107 for 
operating expenses to the Environmental Management 
Division (EMD) and Hazard Evaluation and Emergency 
Response (HEER) Office.  The state expended $1,676,772 
of the ERRF during FY19 for the four programs.  
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Environmental Response Tax Revenue Relatively 
Stable 

The $1.05 per barrel ERT revenue to 5hIΩǎ 
environmental programs is relatively stable over the past 
five fiscal years.  For fiscal years 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 
2018, and 2019 ERT revenue was: $1,239,739, 
$1,236,065, $1,287,966, $1,266,898, $1,290,770, and 
$1,338,592 respectively.  Note that effective fiscal year 
2016 the ERT revenue includes fossil fuel collections. 
 

2015 Legislative Changes to HRS 128D and HRS 243 
to Affect ERRF in FY2016 

In July 2015, Governor Ige signed into law revisions to 
Section §128D-2 to limit the uses of the fund.  In 
addition, revisions to §243-3.5(b)(1) modified the 

Environmental Response, Energy and Food Security Tax 
to add a 19-cent tax on each one million British thermal 
units (MMBtu) of fossil fuels and to allocate 4.8 per cent 
of said tax to the ERRF.  The change in the means of 
finance for the 31 occupied positions from ERRF to 
general funds also took effect in July 2015.  Accordingly, 
the Legislature adjusted the ERRF appropriations to the 
affected EHA programs.  Another provision was that 
unexpended and unencumbered funds in excess of 
$1,250,000 remaining in the fund after June 30 of each 
fiscal year will be transferred to the general fund.  
Changes affecting the ERRF have been reported in detail 
in this Report. 
 

Hawaii State Response Program Impacted by 
Federal Budget Cuts 

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ 9wwC ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
response obligation, the HEER Office implements the 
environmental site identification, assessment, and 
cleanup program using combined ERRF, General Fund, 
and federal cooperative agreement funding.   
¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
(EPA) budget cuts from 2011 to 2018 resulted in a net 
loss of $430,650 to our EPA State Response Program 
(SRP) grant, reducing funding for both staff and program 
activities.  While the SRP allocation remained stable 
between 2014 and 2015 at $980,850, our FFY2016 and 
FFY2017 annual allocation dropped to $936,300, with an 
additional decrease in FFY2019 and FFY2020 to $929,600.  
The smaller Preliminary Assessment/Site Investigation 
(PA/SI) grant which funds site discovery activities was cut 
from $275,000 in 2013 to the 2015 allocation of 
$223,000 but has been temporarily restored for FFY2019 
and FFY2020 to $275,000.   

EPA has notified HEER that the grant allocations for 
FFY2021 may decrease due to a proposed change in the 
EPA allocation formula as well as changes in the 
administration.   

Given the relatively stable ERT revenue levels and 
substantial reductions in federal funding it is hoped that 
the additional funding from the 19-cent tax on each 
MMBtu of fossil fuels of which the ERRF is allocated 4.8 
percent will help to offset the losses. 
 

The Hawaii State Response Program (HSRP) Site 
Lists 

This annual report presents four distinct Site Lists at the 
end of this document. 

First, per HRS 128D, this annual report identifies Sites 
Eligible for Possible Remedial Action Under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation 
and Liability Act (CERCLA).    

Secondly, the FY2019 Hawaii State Response Program 
(HSRP) Chemical Release Notification Log lists 472 release 
notifications managed by the HEER Office State On-Scene 
Coordinators (SOSCs).  HEER identified 331 cases directly 
related to petroleum releases.  

Thirdly, the Hawaii State Response Program List of 
Priority Sites presents all non-military Hawaii sites 
identified for potential or known non-emergency 
response actions under HRS 128D.  The list shows 715 
active sites under direct DOH oversight in the various 
State programs.  This includes 13 sites with known or 
suspected contamination that received No Further Action 
(NFA) determinations since the beginning of FY2019. 

Finally, the Hawaii State Response Program Defense and 
State Memorandum of Agreement (DSMOA) Program List 
of Priority Sites presents a list of 501 military sites in 
Iŀǿŀƛƛ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ I99wΩǎ {ƛǘŜ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ wŜƳŜŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ 
(SDAR) section provides oversight.  This includes nine 
sites with known or suspected contamination that 
received NFA determinations in FY2019.   

SDAR provides regulatory oversight of hazardous 
substance response actions for Department of Defense 
(DOD) service branches under federal CERCLA authorities 
and HRS 128D. Sites include numerous high priority 
unexploded ordnance sites (UXO), and multiple diverse 
military operations, including tank farms, pipelines, 
industrial activities and active training sites.  A DOD 
cooperative agreement funds investigation, cleanup and 
DOH oversight of most military sites under EPA CERCLA 
authority. Investigation and cleanup of petroleum-
contaminated military sites are exempt under CERCLA 
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and are conducted under HRS 128D authority. Cleanup 
and DOH oversight for petroleum related activities are 
also covered under the cooperative funding agreements.   

 

Hawaii Department of Health Website 

Additional information about DOH and its environmental 
programs is located at: https://health.hawaii.gov/ .  
Specific information on the environmental programs may 
be located thrƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘΩ ŀƴŘ 
Ψ9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ tǊŜǇŀǊŜŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΩ ŘǊƻǇ Řƻǿƴ 
menus on the front page, under Health and Safety 
Topics.   

Information about HEER Office activities including recent 
events, new initiatives, public records, fact sheets and 
comprehensive guidance documents may also be directly 
accessed at: https://health.hawaii.gov/heer 

 
  

https://health.hawaii.gov/
http://eha-web.doh.hawaii.gov/eha-cma/Org/HEER/
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REPORT ON CHAPTER HRS 128D, HRS, ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE LAW (HERL) 

Environmental Response Revolving Fund (ERRF) Budget Report  

The Chapter 128D, HRS, Environmental Response Law 
(HERL) annual report to the Thirtieth Legislature, State of 
Hawaii, presents an accounting of Environmental 
Response Revolving Fund (ERRF) revenue and monies 
budgeted and expended for implementing 
environmental protection and response plans and 
actions.   
   

ERRF Uses 

In accordance with HRS 128D, the ERRF may be used for 
the following: 

(1) Removal, remediation, and detection of oil and 
pollutant or contaminant releases; 

(2) Removal and remediation of hazardous waste and 
any other solid, liquid, or gaseous substance that may 
harm the environment; and 

(3) The payment of expenditures authorized by the 
Director under section 128D-4, Uses of the Fund. 

 

Special Funding to Attorney General  

The ERRF funds legal support from the state Department 
of Attorney General on a variety of regulatory oversight 
issues including issuing orders to noncompliant parties, 
negotiating agreements with Voluntary Response 
Program participants, providing legal guidance on 
program development and legislative proposals, and 
developing guidance for property owners on 
implementation of deed restrictions in accordance with 
IŀǿŀƛƛΩǎ ¦ƴƛŦƻǊƳ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ !ŎǘΦ 
 

Annual de minimis Settlements 

Chapter 128D, HRS, Environmental Response Law, 
requires that the department report annually on any de 
minimis settlements.  During FY2019, there were no de 
minimis settlements. 
 

Four Environmental Health Program Budgets 

Four DOH environmental programs share revenue 
deposited to the ERRF and have access to the following 
FY20 appropriation amounts: The Hazard Evaluation and 
Emergency Response (HEER) Office $1,363,895, Clean 
Water Branch (CWB) $134,505, Safe Drinking Water 
Branch (SDWB) $140,541, and Solid and Hazardous 
Waste Branch (SHWB) $137,166 for a total FY2020 
allocation of $1,776,107.  These FY 2020 allocations for 
CWB, SDWB and SHWB have dropped substantially 
compared with the FY2016 allocations, while the HEER 
allocation has increased from $1,324,299 in FY2016. 
 
For FY2019 the legislature appropriated $1,776,107 for 
operating expenses to the Environmental Management 
Division (EMD) and the HEER Office.     
 
For FY2019 the four programs expended $1,676,772.  
The operational expenses were for emergency and non-
emergency environmental response contractors, salary 
and fringe benefits, travel, response training, standby 
and overtime pay, legal services, and Tier II Fees 
distributed to the county LEPCs.   
 

Fund Revenue 

Revenue is generated in variable amounts during any 
given year from the fines, penalties, and interest earned 
by the environmental programs, and from the ERT at 
$1.05 per barrel. Additional revenue also is generated 
from the 19-cent tax on each MMBtu of fossil fuels of 
which the ERRF is allocated 4.8 percent.  The DOTAX 
Annual Reports for the fiscal years 2016, 2017, 2018, and 
2019 state that the tax was levied on 4.8, 5.6, 5.8, and 
7.9 million MMBtu of non-petroleum fossil fuels 
respectively. Overall, the ERT revenue is relatively stable 
over the past five fiscal years.  ERT revenue for the past 
six fiscal years is as follows:  $1,239,739 (2014), 
$1,236,065 (2015), $1,287,966 (2016), $1,266,898 
(2017), $1,290,770 (2018), and $1,338,592 (FY2019).  
Note that effective fiscal year 2016 the ERT revenue 
includes fossil fuel collections.  The current total 
spending ceiling for the fund is $1,776,107.
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Environmental Response Revolving Fund Revenue ς FY2019 

HTH 849 and HTH 840 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE TAX 1,338,592 
FEES, FILING OF CHEMICAL INVENTORY FORMS 126,900 
FEES, VOLUNTARY RESPONSE ACTIONS 29,598 
TREATMENT SERVICES 200 
REFUND/REIMBURSMENT OF PRIOR PERIOD EXPENDITURES 22 
VIOLATIONS OF AIR POLLUTION CONTROL REGULATIONS 108,650 
VIOLATIONS OF HAZARDOUS WASTE REGULATIONS 8,000 
VIOLATION OF WATER POLLUTION REGULATIONS 196,550 
VIOLATION OF SOLID WASTE REGULATIONS 41,300 
VIOLATIONS-DEPOSIT BEVERAGE CONTAINER PROGRAM 400 
COMMUNITY NOISE CONTROL 19,000 

TOTAL 1,869,212 
 

 
 

Environmental Response Revolving Fund Expenditure ς FY2019 

HTH 849 and HTH 840 

PERSONNEL   143,690 
OPERATIONS   1,533,082 
EQUIPMENT               - 

TOTAL   1,676,772 
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REPORT ON CHAPTER 128E, HRS, HAWAII EMERGENCY PLANNING AND  
COMMUNITY RIGHT-TO-KNOW ACT (HEPCRA) 

Environmental Response Revolving Fund (ERRF) HEPCRA Budget Report  

In compliance with Chapter 128E, HRS, Hawaii 
Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act 
(HEPCRA), this annual report to the Thirtieth Legislature, 
State of Hawaii, 2020 presents the accounting of Tier II 
fee amounts as follows: 

¶ Amount collected during Fiscal Year 2019 

¶ Amounts distributed during Fiscal Year 2019 

¶ Projected collection for Fiscal Year 2020 

HEPCRA Facility Reporting and Fees 

HEPCRA facilities are those that store, use, or 
manufacture above defined thresholds, any hazardous 
substance, or extremely hazardous substance.  An owner 
or operator of a HEPCRA facility must file notification of 
ǎǳŎƘ ά¢ƛŜǊ LLέ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅ ŀ Ϸ200 filing fee annually.  
HEER Office staff assesses each submitted Tier II report, 
records the HEPCRA facility data into the EPA Tier II 
Submit database, and processes the fees for deposit to 
the Environmental Response Revolving Fund (ERRF).   

DOH distributed the deposited Tier II filing fees to the 
Hawaii State Emergency Response Commission (HSERC) 
and the Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPCs) 
for operating expenditures.  The annual amounts 
distributed to the LEPCs are based on Tier II fees 
collected from two fiscal years prior and after HSERC 
operating expenditures have been deducted.   

As of June 30, 2019, there are 791 qualifying Tier II 
facilities.  Military facilities must submit Tier II 
information but are exempt from filing fees. 

The HSERC, LEPCs, and HEER Office are continuing efforts 
to identify and contact possible non-reporting facilities 
through community outreach and facility inspections. 

Tier II Filing Fees Collected and Distributed ς FY2019 

FY 2019 Amount Collected $126,900    
FY 2019 Amount Distributed (FY 2017 
Collected Fees) 

$64,300    

FY 2020 Projection of Fees to be 
Collected 

$140,000    

     
         Number of Qualifying Facilities 
County  Funds Distributed 

to LEPCs 
Non-Military 
Facilities 

Military 
Facilities 

Total 
Facilities 

Honolulu  $20,466 358 30 388 
Hawaii  $10,640 186 4 190 
Maui  $7,766 136 3 139 
Kauai  $4,033 70 4 74 

Total  $42,905 750 41 791 
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THE HAZARD EVALUATION AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE OFFICE  
HAWAII STATE RESPONSE PROGRAM MANAGEMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION  

The HEER Office Mission 

The mission of the HEER Office and the Hawaii State 
Response Program (HSRP) is to address all aspects of 
releases of hazardous substances and pollutants, 
including oil, into the environment.  HEER Office work 
includes preventing, planning for, and responding to 
hazardous substance releases, or risks of releases.  HEER 
accomplishes this mission by responding rapidly to new 
spills and addressing existing contaminated sites with the 
highest risk to human health and the environment first, 
preventing contamination rather than cleaning up after 
the fact, and basing decisions on sound scientific 
principles and common sense.   

 

The Hawaii State Response Program 

ERRF funding to the Hazard Evaluation and Emergency 
Response (HEER) Office is used for operational costs for 
ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ I{wtΦ  ¢ƘǊŜŜ 
operating sections address important focus areas of the 
HSRP.  They are the 1) Emergency Preparedness and 
Response (EP&R) Section, 2) Hazard Evaluation (HE) 
Section, and the 3) Site Discovery, Assessment and 
Remediation (SDAR) Section.   
 
The HSRP provides for oversight of assessment and 
cleanup activities during chemical emergencies, and on 
high and medium priority contaminated sites across the 
Hawaiian Islands. These include privately owned, 
municipal, and state-owned properties, and federal 
military sites.  DOH has generally curtailed oversight of 
low priority sites, which pose little hazard, due to state 
budget constraints.   
 
HEER staff works with property owners, the 
environmental community, developers, the public, and 
other state and federal agencies to implement solutions 
for eliminating risk of chemical exposure to humans and 
the environment.  HSRP examples of work performed are 
as follows: 

¶ Emergency response to releases of hazardous 
substances that pose an imminent danger to 
people or the environment. 

¶ Non-emergency response actions on properties 
presumed or known to pose a risk to human 
health and/or the environment because of 
contamination with hazardous substances. 

¶ Identification and inspection of sites storing 
and using hazardous chemicals on property. 

¶ Performing ecological and human health risk 
assessment in the areas of toxicological 
assessments of chemical threats to human 
health. 

¶ Establishing appropriate cleanup levels for 
chemical contamination. 

¶ Assisting the public and responsible parties 
with access to information such as: 

Á Health effects of chemicals 
Á Public Record documents 
Á Technical guidance and reference materials for 

cleaning up contaminated sites 

¶ Ongoing development and management of site 
related electronic records.  

¶ Environmental policy, law, and rule 
development. 

Essential Federal Funding Support to the HSRP 

As a result of legislative changes made in 2015, the ERRF 
no longer funds core operations for the HEER Office, and 
the General Fund currently supports approximately 40% 
of the HEER Office state response program obligations.  
Consequently, the HEER Office relies heavily on three 
cooperative agreement sources of federal funding to 
ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ I{wtΦ   
 
The federal funding sources are the EPA State Response 
Program (SRP) and the EPA Preliminary Assessment/Site 
Inspection (PA/SI) Cooperative Agreements, and the 
Department of Defense and State Memorandum of 
Agreement (DSMOA) Cooperative Agreement.  Together, 
these federal programs provided over 26% of the HSRP 
funding in FY2018.  

 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) State 
Response Program (SRP) Cooperative Agreement   

The HEER Office continues to receive funding from the 
EPA State Response Program (SRP) grant under Section 
128(a) of the Small Business Liability Relief and 
Brownfields Revitalization Act (SBLRBRA) of 2002.  This 
SRP grant provides crucial funds for staff salaries, 
capacity building, and program development activities.  
The SRP grant awards have been steadily declining from 
2011.  The SRP grant allocations for the past ten years 
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were $1,164,542 (2011), $1,053,911 (2012), $980,850 
(2013), $980,850 (2014), $980,850 (2015), $936,300 
(2016), $936,300 (2017), $1,106,300 (2018), $1,236,900 
(2019), and $946,900 (2020).  EPA has notified DOH to 
expect further cuts for the-FY2021 grant cycle.  

EPA Preliminary Assessment/Site Inspection (PA/SI) 
Cooperative Agreement 

The EPA Preliminary Assessment/Site Inspection Grant 
funds site discovery efforts combined with federal 
CERCLA (Superfund) evaluation of sites.  HEER staff 
evaluates and rates sites based on PA/SI system criteria 
to determine their eligibility for the National Priority List.  
When a rated site scores too low to be eligible for the 
National Priority List of Sites, EPA transfers site oversight 
responsibility from the EPA to the State of Hawaii.   
This year, the HEER Office used the $275,000 PA/SI grant 
to fund positions, conduct field-screening activities, and 
fund laboratory costs to complete rapid site screenings 
that assess residential areas that may have been affected 
by historic releases of pesticides and other contaminants.   

Department of Defense/State Memorandum of 
Agreement (DSMOA) Cooperative Agreement:  

The HEER Office participates in two federal cleanup 
programs.  The office provides oversight services to the 
military on sites located on federal property and 
managed and funded under the Department of 
Defense/State Memorandum of Agreement (DSMOA) 
Program.  HEER Office also manages assessment and 
cleanup activities for sites delegated to the DSMOA 
funded Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS). 
 
The federal government established the DSMOA program 
to cover reimbursement of costs incurred by the state in 
providing oversight services to the Department of 
Defense (DOD) installations conducting environmental 
cleanup activities funded under the Defense 
Environmental Restoration Program (DERP).  DSMOA 
ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ 
for advanced or reimbursement payment.  The DSMOA 
Cooperative Agreement funds all staff positions 
overseeing remedial investigations and cleanups under 
these two DOD programs.   
 
In FY2019Σ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŜƛƳbursement under DSMOA was 
$537,717. 
 

Modern Data Management and Hazard Tracking 
Tools  

Residual contamination exists at hundreds of sites in 
Hawaii.  Identifying these sites to ensure that unhealthy 

exposures are not occurring is a shared responsibility of 
the HEER Office and the affected property owners.  The 
HEER Office has converted many of its public records to 
electronic format to make them easily available to the 
public in accordaƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ IŀǿŀƛƛΩǎ {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ [ŀǿΦ   
 

A HEER/UH MOA for Analytical Laboratory Service 

Since 1998, the HEER Office has contracted with the 
University of Hawaii (UH) to characterize unknown 
hazardous substances.  The successful collaboration 
allows for quick identification of chemical pollutant 
unknowns while conducting an emergency response 
action.  The HEER Office is currently in a five-year 
contract with UH, effective May 1, 2019 until April 30, 
2024.  In addition to analyzing unknown substances, the 
university laboratory staff assists in training and outreach 
to Fire HazMat teams throughout the State.  
 

Cost Recovery 

Chapter 128D, HRS, provides legal authority to cost 
recover all ERRF expenses for DOH response actions. For 
FY 2019, the HEER Office recovered $29,598.  The HEER 
Office mechanisms for cost recovery require charging 
billable staff time and expenses to the ERRF and include 
the following: 
 
Responsible Party Agreement:  DOH recovers oversight 
expenses for the Honolulu Authority for Rapid 
Transportation, Honolulu Harbor, Hickam Community 
Housing, and GASCO cleanup sites in accordance with the 
terms of their respective Agreements for Remedial 
Action.   
 
Fast Track Agreement:  Parties wishing to receive 
expedited oversight of investigation and cleanup of low 
and medium priority sites have the option to enter into 
Fast Track Agreements, in which they pay oversight costs 
in return for face to face meetings and expedited 
document reviews.   
 
Voluntary Response Program Agreement:  DOH recovers 
oversight expenses for VRP and other cleanup sites in 
accordance with the terms of their respective HRS 128D 
Part II Voluntary Response Program Agreements for 
Remedial Action.   
 
Emergency Response Action Expenditures:  Money 
spent for responding to a chemical emergency is cost 
recoverable, only when expended from the ERRF.  State 
On-{ŎŜƴŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΩǎ ό{h{/Ωs) personnel costs are paid 
from the General Fund and are not cost recoverable.  
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Moneys expended from the ERRF for private emergency 
responder contractor services are cost recoverable. 
 
Penalties:  Penalties are assessable to a Responsible 
Party for failure to report a release of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant, or for failure to 
comply with a departmental or judicial cleanup order. 
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HEER Office Emergency Preparedness and 
Response Key Actions 

The HEER Office is responsible for planning, preparing 
for, and responding to releases of hazardous substances 
that may cause immediate and substantial threat to 
human health or the environment.  This major area of 
responsibility is managed by General-funded State On-
Scene Coordinators (SOSCs) trained to enter hazardous 
atmospheres in self-contained breathing apparatus 
(SCBA) and various types of personal protective 
equipment.   

SOSCs are back-up personnel to first responder County 
HAZMAT teams and on 24-hour call.   

In FY2019 I99wΩǎ {h{/ǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ 472 release 
notifications and performed direct oversight on 211 of 
those cases. 

Notable HEER Office responses during FY2019 include 
the following:  

On July 3, 2018, a water main broke at the intersection of 
Nimitz Highway and Alakawa Street.  While excavating, 
petroleum product was observed on the ground water.  
The contaminated ground water was pumped into 
containers while the water main was repaired.   
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On July 11, 2018, remote air monitoring systems were established in response to the 2018 Puna Volcanic Eruption.  The air 
monitoring stations were placed in various areas throughout the Puna District to measure volcanic emissions.  The data 
from the air monitors was tied back to the Emergency Operations Center for the volcanic response. The air monitors 
continued to run constantly throughout the duration of the volcanic event. 
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On October 18, 2018, approximately 300 gallons of fuel was release from a service tank from USS John Paul Jones in Pearl 
Harbor.  Clean-up consisted of using about 78 bags filled with used sorbents, sweeps and boom; pumping approximately 
2000 gallons of water/fuel into a vacuum truck, and over 8 drums of removed debris.  In addition, approximately 7,000 
gallons of fuel removed from the ship to a storage barge.  
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Since February 2019, Emergency Preparedness and Response (EP&R) Section has been working with the Site Discovery and 
Assessment (SDAR) Section regarding high methane concentrations at two fuel terminals located along Nimitz Highway on 
Oahu.  Island Energy Services Downstream (formerly Chevron Fuel Terminal) and at the former Shell Honolulu Fuel 
Distribution (currently Aloha Petroleum) are facilities that the HEER Office are currently working on. 
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On April 18, 2019, during a routine Customs inspection, crew from a 40 foot longliner F/V St. Peter were requested to step 
outside to the pier.  One of the crews was cooking and inadvertently left a pot on the stove resulting in a fire.  
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On May 10, 2019, an impounded vessel in the Ala Wai 
Small Boat Harbor began to sink and leak diesel fuel.  
Both a hard and soft boom were established to contain 
the spread of the fuel.  Absorbent pads were used to 
take up the fuel on the water.  Divers were used to 
remove the fuel from the tanks of the vessel.  The boom 
and absorbent pads were changed out as needed until 
the vessel could be removed from the harbor.  The HEER 
Office was successful in cost recovery against the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources for the 
response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  


